The National Brewing Library at Oxford Brookes University

Annual Report to the Institute of Brewing & Distilling Grants Committee for the period September 2004 – October 2005 
Management Committee

The Management Committee met in November 2004 and June 2005. Amongst other things considered were publicity and promotion; a budget for stock acquisition/conservation;

identification of a “wants list”; searching and hit rate of the web site; domain names; photocopying services; the move of the NBL to the new Special Collections Reading Room and the future of the NBL at Oxford Brookes.
Move of Katherine Smart to the University of Nottingham
Following Katherine’s move to Nottingham the retention of the National Brewing Library at Oxford Brookes University has been confirmed by the IBD Council. The NBL Management Committee are delighted that Katherine is continuing as a member of the Committee and agreed that an additional academic member would be appointed from OBU.
Accommodation

The NBL was moved into the new purpose built Special Collections Reading Room in September 2005. This area allows room for growth, provides security for rare and valuable items in the Archive Room and humidity and temperature control to the standards of BS 5454 Recommendations for storage and exhibition of archival documents and ISO 11799 Document storage requirements for archive and library materials. The move enables us to provide more consistent opening times with the collections available Monday to Friday in semester time from 13.00 to 17.00 and at other times by appointment.
Cataloguing

Good progress has been made on sorting and cataloguing the remaining material from the initial deposit (much of it ephemeral or in poor condition) and new additions which have been added during the year. The collection can be searched by users worldwide, via the OBU Library catalogue internet site http://catalogue.brookes.ac.uk/TalisPrism/ (limit by Collection – National Brewing Library).

The number of items individually catalogued currently stands at 4756 (compared with 4506 at this time last year) plus 151 journal titles.

New additions

Through the auspices of Chris Marchbanks, Tom Martin and Katherine Smart a significant number of donations have been received for the NBL. The Management Committee record their thanks to the donors. A list of donations is now available from the web site. 
Publicity
A number of short article describing the NBL have been published in brewing, food and historical related publications, thanks to the efforts of Tom Martin in producing the text and contacting relevant organisations. 
The poster, publicising the NBL has been used at one international conference and A4 colour and black and white copies have been produced for sending to organisations and using as fliers.
Web pages

The web pages have been updated and added to with further links to related sites. Metadata has been added to increase the search hit rate. In a search of “brewing library” on Google, the NBL comes out as the first result.
IBD Grants Committee grant

Oxford Brookes University Library acknowledges, with thanks, receipt of the IBD Grants Committee annual grant of £1,200 for 2004-05. The grant contributes towards the day-to-day ongoing costs of supporting and maintaining the collection, eg cataloguing, stock management, access and an initial basic enquiry service.

Enquiries

Since the opening of the NBL a number of enquiries have been received by email, post or telephone and been satisfied. The NBL Management Committee agree that the grant does not cover the provision of in depth enquiry services and that it should be made clear through our publicity that this level of service is not offered.
Photocopying service

A photocopying service for non-members of the University is available for non-commercial purposes. We are awaiting further information from the Copyright Licensing Agency before we are able to offer a service to support research for a commercial purpose.

Repair and preservation

An initial survey indicates that about 500 books require some cleaning, repair or conservation and of these about 100 require some immediate attention. The cost of obtaining boxes for, and the associated processing of, those items requiring immediate attention has been estimated at £500. The purchase of boxes is now being progressed and conservation moving on.
A large proportion of journals are unbound and many are incomplete. Some progress has been made on filling gaps in journal runs through donations and this is continuing.
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Appendix 1 - Use statistics

	Fuller Collection / National Brewing Library - Visits

	Month
	FC
	NBL
	Both

	2003
	
	
	

	October
	3
	1
	1

	November
	9
	5
	3

	December
	2
	
	

	2004
	
	
	

	January
	
	6
	2

	February
	4
	8
	

	March
	1
	10
	2

	April
	
	5
	1

	May
	2
	4
	3

	June
	4
	5
	2

	July
	
	2
	

	August
	2
	1
	1

	September
	1
	5
	

	Academic year 2003/04
	28
	52
	15

	October
	9
	1
	

	November
	5
	2
	4

	December
	2
	1
	1

	2005
	
	
	

	January
	1
	2
	

	February
	15
	
	

	March
	5
	14
	1

	April
	7
	8
	3

	May
	3
	2
	4

	June
	3
	3
	

	July
	2
	5
	

	August
	
	
	

	Academic year 2004/05
	53
	38
	13


	National Brewing Library – Registered Users

	2002/2003
	
	NBL
	NBL & Fuller
	Total
	

	
	
	14
	-
	14
	

	

	2003/2004
	
	NBL
	NBL & Fuller
	Total
	

	
	
	28
	4
	32
	

	
	IBD
	Non IBD
	OBU U/g
	OBU P/g
	OBU Staff

	
	7
	6
	7
	6
	6

	

	2004/2005
	
	NBL
	NBL & Fuller
	Total
	

	
	
	17
	24
	41
	

	
	IBD
	Non IBD
	OBU U/g
	OBU P/g
	OBU Staff

	
	4
	11
	15
	4
	7
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