The National Brewing Library at Oxford Brookes University

Annual Report to the Institute of Brewing & Distilling Grants Committee for the period September 2005 – October 2006
Management Committee

The Management Committee met in November 2005 and May 2006. Donald Sloan, Head of Department, Hospitality Leisure and Tourism Management joined the Committee in May to represent academic and research interests at Brookes. Amongst other things considered were photocopying services for research for a commercial use; the annual operational plan; consideration of an increase to the annual grant; the idea of an NBL open day; new additions and donations; and publicity and promotion.
Researchers and visitors

During the year, the Special Collections Reading Room had 110 visitors. Of these, 36 identified the National Brewing Library as the main focus of their visit. This compares favourably with the other special collections: the Fuller Collection having 39 visitors.
Total user registrations were 84, with 27 identifying the NBL and 39 the Fuller Collection as the collection(s) they were most interested in.
There were 25 external users, with 8 of these belonging to the IBD.

Cataloguing

Steady progress has been made on adding new additions throughout the year and the number of items individually catalogued currently stands at 4908 (compared with 4756 at this time last year) plus 151 journal titles.

Sorting and cataloguing the ephemeral materials from the original deposits remains an objective.
New additions

Thanks are again due to Chris Marchbanks and Tom Martin for their work on obtaining donations of newly published books from authors or publishers and materials from other donors. The Management Committee record their thanks to the donors. 
Ten books, withdrawn from Brookes Library stock, which fit within the scope of the collection, have also been added to the NBL. 
Conservation

An initial survey indicated that about 500 books require some cleaning, repair or conservation and of these about 100 require some immediate attention. NBL Management Committee agreed that conservation and protection, rather than repair, was the most appropriate immediate option and a conservation project was agreed. The cost of obtaining boxes for, and the associated processing of, those items requiring immediate attention was estimated at £500. Work took place during the summer of 2006 to identify each item requiring protection and match these up with appropriate conservation boxes or sleeves. This project will continue into next year with the aim of completion by Spring 2007. 
Publicity
The Special Collections Reading Room, part of the new Buckley Research Building, was officially opened on 23 March. The National Brewing Library was open to visitors, including Jon Snow the Chancellor of the University.
A brochure describing the special collections in Brookes Library, including the NBL, was produced and is available from the special collections web page: http://www.brookes.ac.uk/services/library/speccoll.html
Web pages

The NBL web pages have been updated and added to with further links to related sites. Metadata, added to increase the search hit rate, has proved to be effective with the NBL coming out as the first four results in a Google search of “brewing library”. 
IBD Grants Committee grant

Oxford Brookes University Library acknowledges, with thanks, receipt of the IBD Grants Committee annual grant of £1,200 for 2005-06. The grant contributes towards the day-to-day ongoing costs of supporting and maintaining the collection, eg cataloguing, stock management, access and an initial basic enquiry service.

NBL Management Committee agreed that an annual increase in the on-going grant to cover inflation would be appropriate and such a request will be made to the Grants Committee for 2007/08.
Enquiries

During the last year a small number of enquiries have been received by email, post or telephone and been satisfied. The NBL web pages describe the level of initial enquiry service that can be supported. 
Photocopying service

A photocopying service for non-members of the University is available for non-commercial purposes. Negotiation with the Copyright Licensing Agency has taken place throughout the year regarding the provision of a service to support research for a commercial purpose. This service is now available for UK based users with details and application forms available through the web pages.
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