The National Brewing Library at Oxford Brookes University

Annual Report to the Institute of Brewing & Distilling Grants Committee for the period October 2006 – September 2007

Management Committee

The Management Committee met in November 2006 at Clarges Street and May 2007. We were pleased to welcome Simon Jackson, CEO IBD to the May meeting, which regrettably was also Tom Martin’s last meeting. Items considered during the year included the conservation project; new acquisitions and the creation of a “wants list”;  identifying and filling gaps in journal runs; current journal acquisitions; the annual operational plan; and publicity and promotion.
Researchers and visitors (Figures in brackets 2005 – 2006)
During the year, the Special Collections Reading Room had 118 (110) visitors. Of these, 30 (36) identified the National Brewing Library as the main focus of their visit. This compares favourably with the other special collections: the Fuller Collection also having 30 (39) visitors.

Total user registrations were 102 (84), with 23 (27) identifying the NBL and 39(39) the Fuller Collection as the collection(s) they were most interested in.

There were 14 (25) external users, but with only 1 (8) of these belonging to the IBD.

Cataloguing

Steady progress has been made on adding new additions throughout the year and the number of items individually catalogued currently stands at 4947 (compared with 4908 at this time last year) plus 217 (151) journal titles.

There is a small backlog of new additions to be catalogued, and sorting and cataloguing the ephemeral materials from the original deposits remains an objective.

New additions

Thanks are again due to Chris Marchbanks and Tom Martin for their work on obtaining donations of newly published books from authors or publishers and materials from other donors. The Management Committee record their thanks to the donors. 

From January to December 2006, 40 items were donated or purchased; from January 2007 to date 47 items have been donated or purchased. 

25 current journals are now being donated by the publishers and added to stock. Some gaps in journal runs have also been filled.

Conservation

Following the survey carried out the previous year to identify those items requiring immediate attention, archival polyester pockets and conservation boxes were ordered. The cost of these (£511.60 inc VAT) was paid for by the IBD.  Due to the late delivery of the boxes, the start of the project was delayed but the first stage is now on track to be completed by January 2008. Some spare pockets and boxes are available so any other items that would benefit from protection will then be identified and processed.

Publicity
The A1 sized poster was updated and copies sent to the IBD. This was used on their stands at the Great British Beer Festival in London and at the International Brewing Conference in Manchester. It was also very pleasing that an A4 sized version was published on the inside cover of Brewer & Distiller International to promote the Library.

Web pages

The NBL web pages have been updated and added to with further links to related sites. A complete browsable version of the catalogue in author/title order and subject index/classified order were also linked to from the web pages.

Lists of donated books and journals have also been added.

The NBL still comes out as the first result in a Google search under “brewing library”.

IBD Grants Committee grant

Oxford Brookes University Library acknowledges, with thanks, receipt of the IBD Grants Committee annual grant of £1,200 for 2006-07. The grant contributes towards the day-to-day ongoing costs of supporting and maintaining the collection, eg cataloguing, stock management, access and an initial basic enquiry service.

Following agreement by NBL Management Committee, a request was made that the on-going grant be increased to cover inflation. It is very pleasing that the Grants Committee agreed an increase to £1,500 for 2007/08.

Enquiries

During the last year a small number of enquiries have been received by email, post or telephone and been satisfied. The NBL web pages describe the level of initial enquiry service that can be supported. 

Tom Martin

The NBL Management Committee would like to acknowledge the key role taken by Tom Martin in the creation of the NBL at Oxford Brookes University and in the level of active support he gave to the development of the Library and in leading the IBD representation on the joint management committee.

National Brewing Library Management Committee

08 November 2007

(Don Marshall 20 November 2007)
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